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Preface








	The Government of the People�s Republic of China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong with effect from 1 July 1997, and established a Hong Kong Special Administrative Region on the same date.  Under the principle of �one country, two systems�, the socialist system and policies are not practised in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, and the previous capitalist system and way of life shall remain unchanged for 50 years.





2.	The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (hereinafter referred to as the �Convention� ) was extended to Hong Kong, at the consent of the People�s Republic of China and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and North Ireland, on 14 October 1996.  The Government of the People�s Republic of China notified the Secretary-General of the United Nations that the Convention would apply to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region with effect from 1 July 1997.





3.	In accordance with Article 18 of the Convention, the Government of the People�s Republic of China submits herewith an Initial Report in respect of the implementation of the Convention in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.  The report is compiled in accordance with the Consolidated Guidelines for the Initial Part of State Party Reports (UN Doc HRI/1991/1 and the Guidelines Regarding the Form and Content of Initial Reports of State Parties (UN Doc CEDAW/C/7/Rev. 1).  The report as set out in the Annex hereto, is divided in two Parts.  Part I consists of a �General Profile of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region� giving background information of the Region in which the Convention is applicable.  Part II provides specific information in relation to each provision of the Convention.  





