CNEC Lau Wing Sang Secondary School

School-based Integrated Education

Principles and Implementation Procedures
A. Background

The CNEC Lau Wing Sang Secondary School is founded in September 1999. It is a Christian grammar school located in Chai Wan. Chinese is used as the medium of instruction. The school now consists of 24 classes of secondary 1 to 5, with over 900 male and female students.

B. Basic Information About our Students with Special Needs
	Types of Students with Special Needs
	Admission Year
	Admission Channel
	Current Status
	Remarks

	1. Mild Autism
	S.1 (9/1999)
	Education Department (ED)’s Secondary School Places Allocation System (SSPA) 
	S.3
	Was classified as mildly autistic by ED in the second semester of S.1

	2. Physical Handicap in lower limb
	S.5 (9/2000)
	Came from another school, now repeating S.5
	S.5 leaver
	Is now studying S.6

	3. Mild Hearing Impairment
	S.4 (9/2000)
	Came from another school, allocated to our S.4 class through ED’s Central Allocation 
	Vocation Training Council
	Has finished S.4 and left school

	4. Mild Hearing Impairment
	S.4 (9/2000)
	Came from another school, allocated to our S.4 class through ED’s Central Allocation
	S.5
	

	5. Asperger's Syndrome
	S.2 (9/2000)
	Admitted by us
	S.3
	Parent(s) initially concealed the student’s medical history

	6. Asperger's Syndrome
	S.1 (9/2000)
	ED’s SSPA
	S.2
	

	7. Mild Autism
	S.2 (11/2000)
	Referred to us by ED
	S.2

	

	8. Mild Visual Impairment
	S.2 (9/2000)
	Referred to us by Ebenezer School
	S.3
	

	9. Moderate Visual Impairment
	S.3 (9/2001)
	Referred to us by Ebenezer School
	S.3
	

	10. Moderate Visual Impairment
	S.3 (9/2001)
	Referred to us by Ebenezer School
	S.3
	

	11. Heart Disease
	S.1 (9/2001)
	ED’s SSPA
	S.1
	


Remarks: There are ten odd students who are yet to be assessed and classified as students with special needs by the ED.

C. Rationale, principles and Procedures of implementing Integrated Education

1. Rationale and Principles

(a) We have admitted students with special needs through ED’s central allocation before we joined ED’s Integrated Education Programme.

(b) Our school buildings were newly designed. They are equipped with assistive facilities for students with a disability (e.g. Tactile guide path, handrails and ramps at the lobby, toilets for persons with a disability, and lifts equipped with Braille buttons and audio device) If the school does not utilize these facilities, they will go to waste.

(c) Since the principles of integrated education are in line with the Christian principles of love and acceptance for all people (including the imperfect one) without distinction, it got the ready support of our board of directors, teachers and staff members.

(Reference:

* When Jesus heard it, he said to them, "Those who are healthy have no need for a physician, but those who are sick do. But you go and learn what this means: 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,' for I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."

Mathew 9:12-13

*Jesus Christ healed sick people everywhere, including lepers, people with mental disorders, the blind, and the mute.

Mathew 8:1-4, 28-34, 9:1-8, 27-30, 32-34)

2. Procedures

(a) With the support of the board of directors, the Principal presented to the teachers the principles and procedures of implementing integrated education during a teachers’ meeting. (The Principal reiterated the meaning, objectives and benefits of integrated education in several staff meetings thereafter.)

(b) The Principal and the teachers presented the rationale and objectives of implementing integrated education to students and their parents on Orientation Day and Parents’ Night.

(c) The school has established an “Integrated Education Group”. Members include social workers, guidance and counseling teachers and other teachers.

(d) The school invited educational psychologists from ED’s Integrated Education Unit and other counseling organizations to conduct a Staff Development Workshop to explain the aim of integrated education and the symptoms of autism and Asperger’s syndrome, and ways of helping students with these disorders.

(e) An internal Staff Development Workshop was held by the school’s Integrated Education Group. Members of the Group shared with other teachers their experience of counseling students with special needs.

(f) Following-up individual students :

(i)
The Learning Support Assistant (LSA) will schedule meetings with students with special needs at least once every two weeks. (The establishment of LSA was financed by ED)
(ii)
An 8-session social skills workshop was held. Students with special needs were invited to participate in the workshop to improve their social skills. (Besides students with autism, other students with special needs also participated in the workshop.)

Topics of the social skills workshop:

· How to introduce yourself (1 session)

· How to initiate a conversation (1 session)

· How to sustain a conversation (1 session)

· How to make a request (2 sessions)

· How to say “no” properly (2 sessions)

· Conclusion (1 session)

(iii)
Three Individualized Educational Planning Conferences (IEPC) were held each year to help students with special needs to set learning objectives in stages.
(iv)
Members of the Integrated Education Group, guidance and counseling teachers, careers education teachers and class teachers work closely together to provide proper counseling and career guidance.

(v)
Class teachers attend to, follow-up and counsel students with special needs closely.

D. Achievements and Difficulties

1. Achievements

(a) Students with visual impairment, hearing impairment and physical handicap received great support and substantive assistance.

(b) The social skills of students with Autism or Asperger’s syndrome have improved remarkably. These students used to be passive and reluctant to communicate. Now they are willing to greet people and initiate a conversation. Their self-management skills have also improved significantly. Some of them used to pay little attention to personal hygiene. Now the situation has improved considerably.

(c) “Integrated Education” will also help impart positive values to ordinary students. Students and their parents generally approve of and accept the fact that the school is implementing Integrated Education. They think that teachers teaching students with special needs are warm-hearted and affectionate. Besides, students will also learn to respect and accept schoolmates with special needs. (Students do not know that some of their schoolmates have autism or Asperger’s Syndrome. They only know that they should accept these students who are relatively quiet and introversive.)

2. Difficulties
(a) More support is needed for students with moderate visual impairment, e.g. there is a need to expedite the delivery/transmission of homework, study notes and test papers to the Ebenezer School to be typed out in Braille version.

(b) [image: image1.wmf]Some students with special needs lag behind the others in class due to their weaker learning ability.

(c) There are ten odd students who are suspected to have special needs. But for the time being, only some of them have been interviewed and assessed by ED’s educational psychologists.
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