Foreword


In Hong Kong, there has been a lot of discussion among the educational community and in the media about the higher achievements of girls and this has been attributed to two factors: early maturity and superiority in verbal skills.


But if we look back into history we find that it is not until 1971 that the Government wiped out illiteracy among women by instituting six years of free compulsory education. Before that, families would only pay to send their sons to school and their daughters to work to earn money to support the family. In 1978, the Government enhanced this further by instituting nine years of free compulsory education. Ten years later, in 1988, the total enrolment of male to female students at the University of Hong Kong was 2:1 (4,635:2,344) but the enrolment at the Chinese University of Hong Kong was a better ratio of 3,094:3,181. In 1999, the ratio has changed to 48%: 52% (14,013:15,417) at all the tertiary institutions under the control of the University Grants Committee.


This achievement by women in education in Hong Kong within the last two decades is mirrored internationally. This is why we have invited an international speaker and a local scholar to discuss this phenomenon at this conference. Also at the conference are representatives of the local educational constituencies, parent groups, and the Education Department to look at differences in gender learning.


How do we help boys to close this learning gap? Why are girls segregated into Arts and Social Science studies? How can we help all children meet their learning challenges?

