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Integrated Education for Children with
Disa%iliﬁes

The Commission places great emphasis on promoting
equal opportunities in schools since we commenced
operation in September 1996. We firmly believe that
integration in education for children with disabilities in
ordinary schools is key fo the equalization of opportunities
for people with disabilities in the long run. The Education
Department launched o two-year pilot project on the
infegration of children with special needs in ordinary
schools in September 1997. The target pupils of this
project are children with hearing impairment, visual
impairment, physical handicap, mild grade mental
handicap, or autistic disorder with average intelligence.
The department set up o Steering Group for the Pilot
Project on Integration of Children with Special Needs in
Ordinary Schools, with members coming from o broad
spectrum of professionals and experts. We parficipated
actively in the Steering Group meetings and gave advice
on the general direction of the pilot project as well as its
publicity programme and the selection of schools and
students,

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women {CEDAW)

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW} was adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly in 1979. It
provides the basis for realizing equality between men
and women through ensuring access and opportunity in
political and public life. By 1998 some 160 nations have
agreed to be bound by its provisions. CEDAW was
extended to Hong Kong in October 1996. According to
the convention, each State is obliged to submit regular
reports to the United Nations. The Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region’s Initial Report was submitted by
China fogether with its own report in August 1998.

The Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC), as o non-
governmental organization NGO), submitted o report
fo the United Nations which was released to the public
on 26 November 1998. The report called on the
government to set up a high level central mechanism to
implement and monitor Hong Kong's international
obligations under CEDAW.
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The Commission recommends that the central mechanism
on women’s affairs should:

» deal with issues in relation to CEDAW
* formulate policies on women

¢ advise on the impact on women of all govemment
policies

» direct funding info areas based on these policies
¢ address women’s problems
i compile gender statistics and anczlyses

* act as a clearing house on fraining programmes for
women

In wrifing its report, the Commission held two consultation
meetings with 23 non-governmental organizations and
also urged them to submit NGO reports about the
concerns of their own organizations. The need fo set up

a central mechanism on women’s affairs is a consensus
among the NGOs.

The Chairperson of the FOC attended the UN Committee’s
hearing of the China-Hong Kong SAR's CEDAW Report
as an observer in February 1999. The work and

recommendations of the Commission were recognized in
the CEDAW Commitiee report.

“A World Free of Violence Against Women”
Workshop

In response to the world-wide attention on the issues of

violence against women, we organized a Workshop called
A World Free of Violence against Women” in March
1999.

Violence against women has been recognized os o form
of discrimination in the past 20 years. This concem is
already implicit in the articles of CEDAW when this
convention was adopted in 1979, ltis also one of the 12
critical areas of concern in the Platform for Action adopted
unanimously at the 1995 Fourth World Conference on
Women in Beijing.

Violence against women constitutes a major barrier to
women's aiccess to equal opportunities in society. [t violates
the human rights of women. It degrades and dehumanizes
women and threatens women's safety and security. It
affects women’s health and well being and, in the worst
case scenario, it fakes away women's lives.

As an advocate for women's rights, the Commission has
taken the lead fo organize the Workshop as @ first step fo
involve the government, academics, and concem groups
fo identify areas of need and strategies for eliminating
violence against women. These strategies include
legislative measures, law enforcement, assistance and
preventive measures, fraining, public education, and
research.

The workshop was a call for action, We continue to work
with concern groups and inferested parties from the
government and academia to identify follow-up actions.




