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11th Asia and Pacific Conference of
Rehabilitation Infernational

The 11th Asia and the Pacific Regional Conference of
Rehabilitation International, organized by the Joint Council
for the Physically and Mentally Disabled, was held in Hong
Kong from 23-28 August 1998. Some 1,600 overseas
and local delegates attended this important event. The
Hong Kong Infernctional Exhibition on Rehabilitation *98
was held at the same time.

The Commission played an active role in the development
of the scientific programme. We also contributed to the
deliberation of the Conference and shared our experience
with the international delegates in our presentations and
by sefting up an exhibition booth. In particular we
organized, in partnership with rehabilitation
organizations, @ frans-stream workshop on “"Women with
Disabilities”. Women with disabilities belong to one of
the most vulnerable groups in today’s society, as they face
double jeopardy because of their gender and because of
their discbilities. The workshop was o great success and
it served fo heighten the awareness of the issue both locally
and internationally. The workshop explored three aspects
of the subject, namely, sexuality and reproducive rights,
parenting and family, and economic sufficiency.

At the end of the workshop, a group of Hong Kong women
participants announced their consensus to form a focal
self-help group. The formation of such a group is an
important step forward for women with disabilities in
Hong Kong to fight for their own rights.

Links with China

The Commission maintains close ties with the All-China
Women's Federation (the Federation), sharing mutual
experiences in promoting the rights and status of women.
Two delegations from the Federation came to visit the
Commission during the year, including one headed by

the new Vice-Chairwoman of the Federation, Madam Ku
Xiulin.

The Chairperson of the EOC was invited by the Federation
to attend the Meeting of Follow-up Actions from the Fourth
World Conference on Women as part of the Hong Kong
delegation in June, and the 8th National Plenum of the
Federation in September 1998.

In support of the proposal for sexual harassment
legislation in China, we sent relevant publicafions and
fraining materials developed for public education in Hong
Kong as reference matericls to a deputy of the National
People’s Congress Standing Commitiee, who inificted the
proposall.
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International Networks

The Commission has strengthened its links with similar
commissions in overseas jurisdictions. The Chairperson
and the Legal Adviser attended the Third Meeting of the
Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institufions
in Jakarta, Indonesia in September 1998. The meefing
was aftended by commissioners from Australia, Canada,
India, Indonesia, Nepal, New Zealand, Philippines, and
Sri Lonka. The Chairperson visited the US Equal
Employment Opportunities Commission, as well as the
US Department of Labor and the President's Inferagency
Council on Women in Washington, D.C. in January 1999.
The Chief Commissioner of the Humen Rights Commission
of British Columbia, Canada, Ms. Mary Woo Sims, dlso

visited the Commission in March 1999,

The Director of the Disability Division was invited to the
United Nations Expert Group Meeting on International
Norms and Standards Relating to Disability in Californi,
USA in December 1998. Fifteen experts in infernational
law and disability policy issues attended the Meeting.

Our participation in the Expert Group Meetfing has
established an important link between the Commission
and the United Nations. This will greatly facilitate the
Commission’s contribution to the deliberation on the
subject of the international level.

The EOC has maintained an active role in the regional
network on women'’s cffairs. The Chairperson served as
fhe Hong Kong focal point for the APEC Women Leaders’
Network Meeting in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in
September 1998, and attended the APEC Senior Officials
and Ministerial Meetings on Women in Manila,
Philippines, in October 1998. The meetings’
recommendations were adopted by the APEC leaders,
A fask force was subsequently set up by the APEC
economies fo develop o framework fo integrate gender
in all APEC activities,




ksh ZEETHABAEARBRESR - RRA{IE1908
£5 BRBERNEEENGLBHNEE  HRITELD
BB uEREENRRSE A SRS RRBEAGE -
10005 1 AEBHBRTHI BB UBTBER AT XE
HRR1009F 2 ARG ABREHEDLTNEATREE
SEIM BB MEAL - ZBAKTHETIBN 199857 A
BEHE ZEE-RAFUARSEEL R ERETERS
& IRTRAEERLES -

FEFHGZEENEREARERAANERASRKAS
BEAA  AREEGASHARES  EREERNER
AERESL:  RERSSTRELTEYR - ERE
AABLESBH  ZEEOTPNRHERLEER R
BREEARRLAS

L BHEARKESZEQNBEARBNENRR - ¢
BEBTEAEZESRY TERLA - REAMELHEE
BEATHERRERTERENER -




In addition, the Commission wrote to the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights fo voice our concem over
violence against Chinese women during the 1998 May
riots in Indonesia and facilitated contact between
Indonesian women's rights leaders and the UN High
Commissioner's office.

The role of the Commission in eliminating sex
discrimination was infroduced at interafional meetings,
including the Annual Meeting of the Infemational Women's
Rights Action Watch in New York in January 1999, and
ot the Fairbank Center for East Asian Studies of Harvard
University in February 1999. The Chairperson was dlso
invited fo speak at the Women Leaders’ Round Table
hosted by the First Lady of the United States, Mrs. Hillary
Clinton, during the US President’s visit to Hong Kong in
July 1998,

Infernational dignitaries who visited the Commission
during the year included Mrs. Zanele Mbeki, spouse of
the Deputy President of the Republic of South Africa,
Mr. Isamu Imoto, Governor of Saga Prefecture, Japan,
Ms. Christine Chauvet, Vice-President of the Paris
Economic and Social Council, and Professor Stephen
FitzGerald, Chairman of the Asia-Australian Institute. We
heard from Mrs. Mbeki’s office that the Commission’s
publications and training materials have been used in
the development of her country’s own anti-discrimination
promotion programmes.

These regional and international links have kept the
Commission in fouch with developments around the world
and put Hong Kong on the world map of equal
opportunities commissions. We are able to share with
our infernational partners experiences in promoting equal
opporiunities.



