Education Department
Services for pupils with Specific Learning Difficulties in reading and writing

1. Identification, Assessment and remedial services –
· To facilitate teacher identification of pupils with specific learning difficulties, the “Hong Kong Specific Learning Difficulties Behaviour Checklist”, developed jointly by HKU, CUHK and ED, was published and distributed to all primary schools in March 2001. A Teachers’ Guide to advise the mainstream class teachers on teaching strategies and accommodations for children with difficulties in learning to read and write was distributed to the schools at the same time. A downward extension of this Behaviour Checklist for use with primary one pupils has recently been published (in May 2002) and copies will be distributed to all primary schools in the 02/03 school year.

· Pupils suspected to have specific learning difficulties (SpLD) are referred to the Education Department for advice and further assessment, either via the Programme of Early Identification of Learning Difficulties for Primary One Pupils conducted annually in all primary schools in Hong Kong, or via referrals by the Student Guidance Officers/ Student Guidance Teachers.

· In August 2000, the “Hong Kong Test of Specific Learning Difficulties in Reading and Writing”, jointly developed by HKU, CUHK and ED, was published. It is the first local tool available for use by psychologists in Hong Kong for the psychological assessment of specific learning difficulties. Since its publication, this battery has been widely used by educational psychologists of the Education Department and clinical psychologists of the Department of Health, as well as psychologists working in NGOs and those in private practice.

· For pupils assessed to have SpLD, the Education Department provides the following services: (a) Short-term Learning Support Groups at the Special Education Services Centre, which aims at empowering parents to understand the nature of their children’s learning difficulties and to learn the principles and strategies to enhance their children’s learning; (b) Parent groups for psycho-social support; (c) Case conferences and consultation at schools to communicate assessment findings to teachers and to develop an education plan on learning and psycho-social support at school; and (d) Intensive remedial services, either at the school or at the Resource Teaching Centre, for pupils who are considerably behind in their literacy attainment.

2. Support for Parents 

· Student Guidance Officers/Student Guidance Teachers provide school-based support for parents through organizing talks and workshops, conducting group training programmes to promote paired reading and use of multi-sensory methods to enhance literacy learning etc. Seminars for parents have also been organized by some Regional Education Offices.

· A CD-ROM is being developed by the Education Department to help parents of pupils with SpLD to identify, understand and support the learning needs of their children. It will be published by the end of the 01/02 school year and will be partially put on the ED website.

3. Promoting Teacher Awareness and Teacher Training

· Regular territory-wide seminars and workshops are organized for teachers of primary and secondary schools. Overseas experts had also been invited to provide training.

· School-based workshops to promote teacher awareness and to promote a whole school approach in supporting pupils with SpLD have been conducted in about 100 primary schools in the past two years. In the 01/02 school year, an addition of about 80 primary and 12 secondary schools will be covered. 

· In order to accelerate the training of teachers, a “train-the-trainers” model is also adopted involving Student Guidance Officers/ Student Guidance Teachers. They have been provided with training and resource materials, including a CD-ROM on SpLD published by ED in September 2001, to enable them to conduct workshops on SpLD for the teachers in their own schools.

· ED published “A Guide for Teachers: Understanding and Helping Children with Special Education Needs” in the 01/02 school year. The chapter on “Specific Learning Difficulties” provides advice for the mainstream class teachers on the management of pupils with SpLD, including the need for schools to develop a policy on special arrangements for internal assessment and examinations, in order that pupils with specific learning difficulties would be able to demonstrate their knowledge and potentials in school assessments.

· Further to the publication of the “Teachers’ Guide on supporting Pupils with SpLD” in 00/01, the Education Department has developed a Resource Pack to support primary school pupils with SpLD to develop reading and writing skills. Comprising worksheets, games and teaching demonstrations, this Resource Pack covers four modules: Principles of Teaching and Strategies, Word Reading, Reading and Writing for meaning and English. A seminar will be conducted in July 2002 to present the contents and application of this new resource to all primary schools to support pupils with SpLD in the mainstream classroom.   

· The ED website on Special Educational Needs provides web-based information and advice for teachers (http:// serc.ed.gov.hk)

· ED will maintain contact with the Teacher Training Institutes to ensure sufficient teacher preparation in understanding and catering for the learning needs of pupils with SpLD.   

· In addition, workshops are conducted for NGOs which provides community support services for parents and children with SpLD.

4. Research and Development

· A joint research team on SpLD, with input from HKU, CUHK and ED, will conduct on-going research on the identification, assessment and remediation of Specific Learning Difficulties. A computerized remedial training kit using a games format is now being developed and is due to be completed by the summer of 2002.

· A Working Group on Development of IT for Children with Specific Learning Difficulties, convened by ED and with representation from parents, schools and IT professionals, was established in April 2002. It is currently developing a learning package for use by parents and schools to support the learning of English phonics. The expected completion date is end March, 2003.

· ED will embark on a one-year joint research project with the University of British Columbia, Canada, on Phonological Awareness Training for primary one pupils, including the early identification of pupils at risk of developing problems in learning to read and write and providing these pupils with early intervention. Ten primary schools will be involved in this research project, which is due to begin in September 2002.

· Close liaison is maintained with local and overseas experts to enhance the knowledge and skills of ED staff and to develop a more effective mode of service.
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