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The Concept of Access and Universal Design is coming to the forefront as an important factor to incorporate into the design of any master planning, urban development, townscape, and buildings including individual living units.

The concept is well in place with legislations, rules and regulations firmly established in many countries.  The architectural profession under UIA (International Union of Architects) and ARCASIA are willing to embrace such initiatives as meaningful programmes.  Educational seminars and workshops are conducted to disseminate information and knowledge throughout the regions, and promotion campaigns have begun with milestone publications and access awards to recognize concerted efforts and contribution by individuals and built projects.

Yet much work remains to be done in order to mainstream the concept of universal access for all.  Society under the pressures of globalization must take advantage of such realities and utilize global networking with various agencies to form strategic alliances and mutually beneficial partnerships. Global organizations such as Rehabilitation International, International Federation on Aging, the UIA, the United Nations, the World Bank, and the Asian Development Bank can form synergies to further enhance the implementation of Non-Handicapping Environments.

An integrated approach must be adopted to view accessibility and universal design as an integral part of any building processes, not as an afterthought or superficial add-ons in order to obtain building approvals.  Access Strategies should be pre-requisites and norms in all building development initiatives equivalent to health and safety aspects of buildings where access and means of escape should be regarded with equal importance as structure, and building services such as ventilation, acoustics and lighting.
Access Consultants must be engaged on all development projects to advise on planning and building designs to facilitate universal accessibility at the outset, similar to the engagement of acoustics, lighting and interior design consultants as a practice norm. Infra-structure and public projects in Hong Kong such as the West Kowloon Cultural Complex, the Tamar Central Government Offices, the extension to the University of Hong Kong and the new developments to Ocean Park should engage access experts to advise on Best Practices of universal accessibility, venturing beyond the traditional practice of complying to minimum standards as regulated in the building codes by architectural generalists.
Educational Institutions and Universities must begin to incorporate access and universal design as an integral part of any architectural curriculum to instill in graduates the need to respect equality, dignity and human values in all their architectural designs.

CPD courses and sessions undertaken by seasoned practitioners should consider access and inclusion by design as an essential addition to their skilled repertoire.
To encourage excellence in works of architecture Access Awards and Prizes should be given to buildings and the built environment that exemplify best practice in access; and also to persons and professionals in recognition to those who contributed significantly in the field of accessible architecture.

21st Architecture, although becoming increasingly complex in nature and demanding on the architect and the building profession must embrace universal accessibility at the very forefront of planning and design for the built-environment, and transportation infrastructure including housing and education, communication, leisure and recreation facilities.
It is with the concerted care and effort of all the stakeholders in particular the Architect that our society will become an integrated whole, where no barriers and boundary will exist, where people whether young or old, fit and the less fit, able and the less-able can co-exist harmoniously within a built environment that facilitates dignity, equality and full participation by all.
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