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Ladies and gentlemen,

The adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the 61st session of the United Nations General Assembly in 2006 was the first human rights convention adopted in the 21st century by the international community. This is good news to the 650 million persons with a disability (PWDs) across the world and to the 83 million PWDs in China. The Convention will play an extremely important role in enabling the government and society to work together to improve the system for protecting the rights of PWDs and help them to participate fully in society on an equal basis.
In 2002, the People's government of Guangdong Province suggested adopting a people-oriented approach in meeting the increasing rehabilitation needs of PWDs, in order to achieve the noble goal of “enabling every PWD within the Guangdong province to enjoy rehabilitation services” by 2012. The goal required that the Guangdong province’s work on rehabilitation for PWDs be guided by modern rehabilitation principles, in that the overall rehabilitation arrangements; rehabilitation methods; rehabilitation measures and rehabilitation technology and application, etc. should be in line with modern international rehabilitation concepts. It should be in keeping with the economic and social developments of our province. It should also be in line with our province’s leading status in the realization of social and economic modernization. We should be the first province to realize the modernization of rehabilitation for PWDs.
In the past 5 years, the Guangdong province has taken the lead in providing subsidies to less developed areas by means of arranging for funds for the rehabilitation of PWDs according to the population spread of different areas, which is implemented throughout the country. Our province has taken the lead in providing relief for impoverished PWDs, so that they can have access to rehabilitation. We have taken the lead in establishing an accreditation system for the recognition of qualifications of rehabilitation professionals. We have taken the lead in implementing the practice of “purchasing rehabilitation services with government funding”. As a result, a socialized working system with the government taking the lead, departments making co-operative efforts and society participating has been formed. In this way, a PWD rehabilitation service network led by rehabilitation professionals, with the community providing the foundation and the family providing support, is created.
To tie in better with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities adopted by the United Nations, the Guangdong Disabled Persons' Federation and the Guangdong province’s Department of Health; Department of Civil Affairs; Department of Education; Department of Finance, etc. have worked together and compiled an “Eleventh Five-Year Plan on issues relating to the employment situation of PWDs” for the Guangdong province (2006-2010). The whole Guangdong province is now making every effort to realize the goal of “enabling every PWD within the Guangdong province to enjoy rehabilitation services”.
Firstly, a proper mechanism to protect the right to rehabilitation for PWDs should be established within the whole Guangdong province. There are 1.6 million – 1.7 million PWDs with rehabilitation needs at present in our province. However, only about 50% of them have access to rehabilitation services. The remaining 800-odd thousand PWDs are in urgent need of basic rehabilitation services. Therefore the task of top priority is to establish a proper mechanism to protect the right to rehabilitation for PWDs within the whole Guangdong province and to launch effective protective measures and a relief mechanism to enable PWDs in poverty/unemployment and children with a disability (CWDs) to be incorporated into the medical social insurance network for urban and rural areas, and to help PWDs in poverty living in rural areas to join modern rural co-operative medical insurance schemes; to offer concessions on premiums for co-operative medical insurance for PWDs living in extreme poverty; to provide medical relief to PWDs with critical illnesses living in extreme poverty; to help people with severe disabilities to be incorporated into the social relief mechanism for basic protection; to bring the treatments received by PWDs during the rehabilitation process under coverage, so that PWDs in poverty meeting the requirements can have access to medical services and rehabilitation relief. Meanwhile, a central referral system should to be established to fully understand the rehabilitation needs of PWDs. There is also a need to think of ways to raise funds to provide timely rehabilitation services to PWDs living in poverty who are in urgent need of but cannot afford rehabilitation.

Secondly, there is a need to legislate for free rehabilitation for CWDs. There are 115,500 pre-school CWDs aged between 0-6 in the Guangdong province at present. The number is gradually increasing by 16,500 every year. According to statistics, less than 60% of CWDs in the whole Guangdong province have undergone various kinds of rehabilitation training. Forty percent of pre-school CWDs have missed the golden period for rehabilitation training. This is incommensurate with the fact that Guangdong province is the most advanced province in China in terms of economic developments. Regarding the protection for CWDs, the Guangdong province is faced with problems such as the lack of comprehensive legislation, the ineffectiveness of related measures and inoperable practices. This is not in keeping with the basic principles of laws, regulations and policies of the whole country and the Guangdong province. To solve this problem, we think that the most fundamental way is to protect the right to rehabilitation for pre-school CWDs by legal means. A novel approach should be adopted to formulate legal requirements in relation to free pre-school rehabilitation, and set out clearly the duties, powers, rights and obligations of the government, the parents, and rehabilitation organizations. The government has a duty to protect the right to rehabilitation for CWDs. Parents may not restrict their children’s access to rehabilitation services and exposures to society. Community organizations must accept children with a disability and provide equal opportunities for them to receive rehabilitation services. The best interests of CWDs must be the chief consideration, in order to ensure that they are fully entitled to every human right and basic freedom on an equal basis as children without disabilities. After years of efforts, the proposal on legislating for free rehabilitation for CWDs in the Guangdong province has been submitted to the People’s Congress of Guangdong Province as an agenda item in 2008. 
Thirdly, there is a need to fully implement community rehabilitation for PWDs. Community rehabilitation has the benefits of proximity to users, being economical and easy to implement. It is the most effective means to provide PWDs with rehabilitation services and improve their participation in society. It is a major means to meet the basic rehabilitation needs of PWDs. It is also an important foundation for the realization of the goal of “enabling every PWD to enjoy rehabilitation services”. In the Tenth Five-Year Plan, the provincial government has proposed that community rehabilitation be incorporated into infrastructure planning, which will incorporate different areas of work, such as community health, community services and special education, etc. By adopting the approach of a social working system, with professional rehabilitation organizations taking the leading role, the community serving as the basis, and the family as the source of support, the roles of existing organizations, facilities and personnel of community health service centres (stations); town/village health units; community service centres; schools; kindergartens; welfare untis; workers treatment stations; activity centres for PWDs can be brought into full play, and rehabilitation services can be made available to PWDs in their vicinity. The Zhuhai city and the Luogang district of Guangzhou have adopted the novel approach of combining medial, family planning services with rehabilitation services for PWDs and started to provide extensive community rehabilitation services for PWDs in rural areas. From 2006 onwards, our province has launched in 35 districts (county-level cities, counties) demonstrative activities for fostering community rehabilitation for PWDs in the whole country and the whole province. We have made good efforts to push for the establishment of a long-term mechanism for community rehabilitation for PWDs, and in-depth development and standard infrastructures for community rehabilitation for PWDs throughout our province. This is an effective means for achieving the goal of “enabling every PWD to enjoy rehabilitation services”.

We have also explored matters relating to publicity and enhancement of awareness, professional training for rehabilitation workers, and provision of suitable assistive devices, etc. But because of the time constraint, I won’t be talking about them in detail here.
Thank you.
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