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Regional and International Networks

To succeed in our mission, it is pivotal to liaise with overseas
institutions, to learn from each other about the latest equal
opportunity issues around the world. As such we remain
strongly committed to our ties with the global community, often
speaking and participating in international conferences,
workshops and visits.

During the year, we co-organized two international events. In
July 2001, the EOC organized a Regional Workshop on “The
Role of Human Rights Institutions and Other Mechanisms in
Promoting and Protecting Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights” in partnership with The Asia Pacific Forum on
National Human Rights Institution. The Workshop aimed to
enhance understanding of the role of the UN Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the UN Committee
on the Elimination of Race Discrimination. More than 100
people from 19 countries attended the three-day meeting.
The Workshop was co-sponsored by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the Australian Agency
for International Development.

The EOC co-hosted the 11th Global Summit of Women in
September 2001, which was attended by over 400

businesswomen, including entrepreneurial and governmental
leaders from 45 countries. The aim of the 2001 Summit was
to foster women’s economic development by enabling them
to engage in cross-border business and alliances.

Reflecting our own maturing role in the world of equal
opportunities, we took a proactive role to share our
experiences with similar organizations, gave talks and presen-
tations at both local and international conferences and
presented our views to various international organizations. We
submitted an Alternative Thematic Report on Agenda for
Action to UNESCAP (United Nations Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific), regarding Hong Kong’s
implementation of recommended actions for the Asia Pacific
Decade of Disabled Persons, 1993 - 2002. We also made a
response to the Asia Pacific Forum’s questionnaire on the
activities of National Human Rights Institutions in the
reporting year.

In May 2001 we joined the study tour organized by the Hong
Kong Council of Social Service to participate in the mainland’s
“Week for Supporting People with Disabilities” in Beijing. We
also participated in a number of international and regional
conferences.

Regional/International Conferences Attended by the EOC in 2001/02

Date Event Location
April 2001 25th Session of UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Geneva, Switzerland
May 2001 International Seminar on “Chinese Women in the 21st Century” Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
June 2001 | United Nations General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS New York, USA
Oct 2001 The 6th International Congress on “AIDS in Asia & the Pacific” Melbourne, Australia
Oct 2001 Seminar on “Creating a Barrier Free Environment” Macau
Nov 2001 Seminar on “Communicating Human Rights” London, England
Dec 2001 Regional Symposium on “Gender Mainstreaming in the Asia-Pacific Region” Bangkok, Thailand
Dec 2001 Campaign 2001 for the Asia and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons Vietnam
Feb 2002 Conference on “Towards a United Nations Convention Dublin, Ireland

of the Human Rights of Persons with Disabialities”
Mar 2002 10th Workshop on “Regional Cooperation for the Promotion Beirut, Lebanon

of Human Rights in the Asia-Pacific Region”
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During the year we continued to receive regularly delegations
of workers in the AIDS field from mainland China and
exchange views on AIDS work and equal opportunities.

During the year we welcomed a number of prominent visitors
to the EOC, such as Professor Virginia Dandan, Chairperson
of the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights; Mrs. Ria Oomen-Ruijten, Member of the
European Parliament; and Ms. Joan Harbison, Chief Com-
missioner of the Equality Commission of Northern Ireland. The
EOC also saw visits from government officials, NGOs,
academics and students around the world, ranging from
visiting scholars from Beijing to students from the University
of Maryland, U.S.A.

Support to the Drafting of an International Convention
on Disability

Since our formation in 1996, the EOC has fully supported the
preparation of an international convention on disability. We
have attended seminars, group discussions and organized a
disability seminar in conjunction with the UN Secretariat in
Hong Kong. In late 2001, the UN General Assembly passed
a resolution to form an ad hoc group to consider proposals on
the drafting of a convention on disability, and a conference
was held in February 2002 in Dublin, Ireland to discuss the
preparation of this convention. We participated in the
conference, acting as one of the rapporteurs, and the positive
experiences of the EOC in promoting disability rights in
society were well recognized at the conference.

Local Links

We continued to forge and strengthen local links throughout
the entire spectrum of our activities. Building on our
achievements in the past, we continued our close co-opera-
tion both with the business community and with social,
rehabilitation, disability and women’s groups. Again we
participated in the annual Mental Health Month, organized by
the Health and Welfare Bureau in October 2001.

Building Networks

We have worked extensively with education institutions during
the year, in view of our focus on the implementation of the
Code of Practice on Education under the DDO, and the
results of the judicial review of the Secondary School Places
Allocation (SSPA) System. We have organized several
sharing sessions and seminars to exchange views on the Code
of Practice on Education, and our Chairperson’s Dialogue
With School Principals on the SSPA System helped to foster
a climate of understanding and openness with the education
sector, regarding the impact of the court ruling that some
features of the SSPA System are unlawful.

Local Conferences Attended by the EOC in 2001/02

Date Event

June 2001 Seminar on “Promoting Sports
Participation in Hong Kong”

July 2001 SSPA Forum

Aug 2001 Hong Kong AIDS Conference

Sept 2001 Gender Seminar at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Oct 2001 Opening Ceremony of Mental
Health Month 2001 cum Seminar

Jan 2002 Seminar on “e-learning:
Opportunities and Challenges for
Women in Hong Kong”

Mar 2002 Seminar on “Winds of Change -
Capturing the Next Opportunity”




